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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

All Year 12 students have been involved in formal

testing in some format over the past few weeks.

University bound students have completed their

school-based exams in Australian Tertiary Admissions

Rank (ATAR) courses whilst students undertaking

Foundation and General courses have been involved

with Externally Set Tasks organised through School

Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA).

Formal testing of every child has become a significant

part of the education landscape over the past decade.

The importance of NAPLAN as a national evaluation

tool and the recent use of Online Literacy and

Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) as a measure of student

literacy and numeracy achievement continue to place

pressure on students to demonstrate they are achieving at a required standard. The inclusion of

Externally Set Tasks this year for Year 12 students reflects a standard of achievement expected of

students by outside agencies as they prepare to leave school.

OLNA results for students who had not previously met the literacy and numeracy standard have

been sent home. If parents/caregivers have any concerns regarding their child's achievement

level, I encourage you to contact the College and discuss your concerns with us. Meeting OLNA

requirements is needed for students to achieve their Western Australian Certificate of Education

(WACE).

If your child is in Year 11, they will commence their first set of formal exams over the next week. It

is important that your child prepares thoroughly for these exams by continuing their study program

at home and achieve the balance between their school work and other activities. This first set of

exams will be a strong indicator to see if your child has transitioned effectively from Year 10 into

Senior School.

Research shows that achievement in all forms of testing at school is linked to student attendance.

I encourage your child to attend school every day. Only by doing this are they able to receive the

information they need to be able to confidently achieve those standards expected in each

assessment they are required to undertake.

College Plan Development

The staff of the College has commenced the development of the College Plan 2017-2019. This

plan which will outline the College's future Vision, Priorities and Values will become the blueprint

for the future development of the College and will involve community input through the P&C and

College Council. As part of this planning process, the College staff has already commenced

discussions on aspects such as a new College logo and dress code.

Independent Public School (IPS) Interest

The College, with the endorsement of the staff and Geraldton Senior College community,



continues to participate in a program of activities that will culminate in making a decision as to

whether or not we pursue IPS status for 2017. An information session is planned at the College for

parents and caregivers that will provide inform everyone about what it means to become an IPS.

Minister's Visit

Last Friday the Minister for Education, Mr Peter Collier MLC visited the College to discuss a range

of topics including the spending of the $5 million as part of the refurbishment of classrooms and

teaching areas. He visited a number of classrooms and was impressed with the level of

engagement by students in their work. The areas of focus in the refurbishment include English,

Home Economics, Design and Technology, Health and Physical Education change rooms on the

lower oval and the front of college Administration area. It is planned for all this work to be

completed by the end of 2017.

Access to Staff

At the recent parent and teacher interview evening, a number of parents indicated that it was often

difficult to get to see all teachers at the interview evening. If at any time you wish to speak to one

of your child's teachers, please do not hesitate in contacting the College to make an appointment.

Staff are available during the week and appointments can be arranged. Communication via email

is another way you are able to have conversations about your child. All staff are more than happy

to communicate with you in this way.

We look forward in continuing to work with you in the education of your child.

Greg Kelly, Principal

As part of a recent Outdoor Education excursion, 17 year old Daniel Stewart was body boarding at

Town Beach on the Geraldton foreshore. He was caught in a double wave which pushed him in

front of a rocky groyne.

“I was in the water for half an hour before I got stuck. There was a double wave that pushed me.

There was no water near the rocks so I got sucked in. I opened my eyes and tried to get away

from the rocks. I put my hand out to move back but it slipped in between the rocks,” said Daniel.

Staff and students attempted to free Daniel with no success. They called in help from the school

and emergency services. Daniel was trapped for 45 minutes after which he was finally freed.

During this time, many different ideas were executed in order to minimise the potential harm –

both a bike helmet and breathing apparatus were used but they were knocked off due to the swell.



In the end, use of blocks and a crow bar were able to move the rock just enough for Daniel to slip

his arm out. “I was relieved to see the emergency services arrive. They were around me helping

keep me calm, talking and telling me when to duck my head. I knew they would have equipment

that might help. I kept reminding myself that something would have to move eventually,” said

Daniel. “As the wave came through and my arm came out, I felt everything lift off my shoulders.”

Less than a week after the incident, Daniel has returned to school in good spirits.

“The teachers were commendable. They followed the emergency plan and were quick to act which

resulted in a positive outcome,” said Greg Kelly, Principal, Geraldton Senior College. “Many

students were affected by this. It was quite a traumatic situation that many young people have not

experienced. Our Student Services team and all the staff at the school have provided outstanding

support to the staff and students involved and they are now well equipped to help them move

forward.”

The WA Police, Department of Fire and Emergency Services and St John Ambulance all got

together to celebrate the successful outcome. “This was a massive effort by school staff, St John’s

Ambulance, fire and police,” commended Mike Bell, District Superintendent, WA Police. “It was a

valiant effort to release Daniel. It is a testimony to all involved who worked with synergy and

cohesion between the agencies.” Daniel was awarded a pair of ‘floaties’ by the WA Police to

commemorate the occasion.



Year 11 and 12 students, working towards a Certificate II in Engineering, have been hard at work

this year perfecting their metal working skills at the Geraldton Regional Trade Training Centre.

Their main project is to build a trailer that will be galvanised and roadworthy by the end of the

year. Their teacher, Allen Read, gave some insight of what the classes are doing.

“In the past, we used to have to drill holes for slotting and do lots of filing in order to achieve some

of the shapes required to make moving equipment. Here at the Trade Training Centre, we have

the relevant technology that is used in engineering workshops. It makes the job so much easier

but also gives the students experience they can use in the workplace.

“We are working on using a blend of equipment and machines such as the guillotines, welders,

drills, hydrobend, mill, lathe and CNC plasma. These machines make straight cuts, round cuts,

bend, drill and weld… they are all used. We do a lot of planning and marking out before we get

into it. Of course we still have to do some filing to customise some items and learn the basic

skills."

Click the image above to view a photo gallery of what these students are up to in class.



Last week at Geraldton Senior College, we welcomed a visit from Peter Collier, Minister for

Education and Ian Blayney, MLA for Geraldton. As we toured different areas of the College, focus

was placed on where the $5 million of funding for upgrades were going to be spent.

 “English, Design and Technology, Home Economics and the gymnasium are earmarked for

upgrade. This decision is mostly due to the fact that, as we become a Year 7 – 12 school, these

facilities will experience increased use and our students need innovative and efficient spaces to

learn in,” commented Greg Kelly, Principal.

 Mr Collier addressed the staff during recess time and highlighted that we operate in an

increasingly complex society and need to make decisions that are best for the students. He also

stressed the importance of teachers and their positive daily impact, “The role of an educator

cannot be put into words. It is valuable.”

 Mr Collier also noted that WA is the only state where there has been a 5% increase in enrolments

in public education in the last 5 years. “It means that people are choosing public education over

any other option. This is the only state where this has occurred. It is due to the commitment of

people such as yourselves,” he said.

 As the next couple years means new changes for Geraldton Senior College, the staff is ready to

welcome this transformation and committed to actively participating. There have already been

many planning sessions that were well attended with valuable ideas and feedback provided.



Geraldton Senior College recently co-hosted a MWCCI ‘Business After Hours’ event in the

Geraldton Regional Trade Training Centre. It was well attended by over 100 business people who

operate locally and in the Midwest.

 “It was a great opportunity to connect with local business to see how we could work better

together,” said Mr Cameron Todd, Manager of Career and Vocational Education. “There were

some big ideas created that evening and we are committed to following through to translate those

opportunities into benefits for our students. This might mean development of new programs,

opportunities for work experience, and input from local business which will help form our school’s

future.”

Pictured above: (L-R) Emily Campling, Jade Dalgety, Cynthia Comeagain, Imogen Thorn-Bell,

Jarmanda Jones, Kalicia Oakley, Lexie Wainwright, Angeline Penny and Jean Comeagain.



Missing from photo: Shanae Tesling

Five Geraldton Senior College

students travelled to Perth recently to

display their football skills and

participate in the 2016 Kirby Bentley

Cup.

Jean Comeagain was invited by a friend, and participant, Kalicia Oakley to come out to training.

From there, Jean and Kalicia along with Imogen Thorn-Bell, Cynthia Comeagain and Jade Dalgety

were selected to represent Geraldton in the Midwest Team. Their team played among 15 teams

from all over WA including Perth suburbs and the Pilbara and was coached by Geraldton Senior

College graduate, Aimee Radcliff.

“The whole experience was a lot of fun. We met a lot of new people and still keep in touch with

them,” said Jean. “I learned a lot about leadership. I was one of the older girls on the trip and the

younger ones looked up to me. We stayed at an old boarding house which was a bit scary at night

so I was able to be there for them.

All-female football leagues are gaining ground. Young females look forward to participating in

these types of events to possibly be selected to play for the state team and onto training in

Melbourne to play for the female teams in the AFL when it launches next year.

“You have to go to training,” said Jean. “They bring people up from Perth to teach all sorts of

subjects like body control and breathing skills. It’s important to know what you are doing on the

field and for fitness levels.

“We were selected, not only because of our skills but school attendance and good behaviour was

looked at as well. We weren’t going to Perth if we didn’t go to school each day.”

There has never been a more exciting time for girls to get involved in football. Training is on every

Wednesday from 5pm at Eadon Clarke Oval for girls aged 13 – 18 years old.

“I think more girls in Gero need to get out there to training. It’s heaps of fun.”



Students in the Wet Trades Construction group are gaining valuable skills and experience as they

build a brick Trap House for the Geraldton Clay Target Club.

“The students are doing a really good job,” comments Laurie Oliveri, President of the Geraldton

Clay Target Club. “It’s a win-win arrangement as it means we are getting the layouts done and

brings the club up to a professional standard with safety considerations met. For the students, it is

great experience and networking for the future.”

The students are working on the building one day per week and are expected to continue to the

end of the term. They are joined by experienced tradesmen who are showing them the tips and

tricks of the trade.

Greg Nairn, the Regional Education Training & Industry Liaison Officer for the Midwest Education

Region who helped organise the partnership said, “Opportunities for work placement can be

difficult with the economic slowdown. These types of live work projects provide a realistic work

experience.”

Geraldton Senior College has played a key role in participating in a collaborative community effort,

in order to welcome Dr Judy Willis to Geraldton. Dr Willis will be conducting a series of workshops

surrounding the topic of neuroscience of learning in early June.

 “Dr Willis helps adults understand how to maximise learning in the classroom. Aspects such as

creating curiosity, sustaining attention and considering the impact of emotion will contribute to

thriving and surviving in the ‘Digital Age’ and 21st century,” said Caroline Rowcroft, President of

the Combined John Willcock College and Geraldton Senior College P&C. “It is a wonderful



opportunity. We look forward to her visit and the impact it may have throughout the community.”

Parents are invited to join the session on Wednesday 1 June from 5:30pm – 7:30pm being

held at Geraldton Grammar School. The cost is $10 per person and tickets can be

purchased by clicking here.

The Combined John Willcock College and Geraldton Senior College P&C was successful in

gaining $18000 through the Royalties for Regions Community Chest Funding to help fund Dr

Willis’ visit. The application included many letters of support from a wide range of organisations

including author, educator, and parenting and resilience specialist, Maggie Dent.

Dr Willis is a leading authority having spent fifteen years as a practicing neurologist with ten

subsequent years as a classroom teacher. She has written seven books about applying

neuroscience research to classroom teaching strategies.

Geraldton Senior College will host one of the sessions that Year 9 JWC students and Year 10

GSC students will attend on Thursday 2 June.

Pictured above: Andrew Ronan (left) with his friend Denzel Allen (right) who was selected to

umpire the National U15 Kickstart Championships in Townsville in April.

Sometimes, it’s not about being the best athlete. Sometimes it’s about recognising your

capabilities and making the most out of what you have to work with.

Denzel Allen is an example of this. He recently travelled to Townsville to umpire the National U15

Kickstart Championship of the 2016 National Diversity Championships held at the Tony Ireland

Stadium in Townsville in early April. Denzel is the first young person to come from Geraldton to the

National Diversity Championships to umpire.

So what did he do to get there? Denzel comments, “I was shocked and excited to be chosen to

umpire in Townsville. I have been umpiring local footy for 3 years and I love it. Due to health

reasons, I can’t play footy but I still love it, so I found a different way to show my passion for the

game and be involved.

“Years ago, others had suggested that I give umpiring a shot. I never thought I would be good at it.



I tried it, stuck to it and find it really fun. It’s a great way to keep fit as you have to run a lot and I

get paid for it. I hope it takes me more places in the future.”

And is he really that good at it? Andrew Ronan, a good friend and footy fan said, “Denzel is a

natural. One of the best I’ve seen because he is always where he is meant to be and doesn’t slack

off. He has a great technique and knows the rules well.”

Denzel received a letter from Rick Arthur, the Football Operations Manager of the Great Northern

Football League informing him of being selected to be an official the championship and it in it

states, “Your hard work and dedication to improving your skills as both a Field and Boundary

Umpire do not go unnoticed. Your commitment to improvement is something you have becoming

known for and we consider you an excellent role model for new Umpires to look up to.”

Awesome effort Denzel! It shows that when you give things a go, and continue trying with the right

attitude, your skills improve, you get recognised and feel great!

Monday 30 May - 3 June - Year 11 Exams

Wednesday 1 June - Parent seminar: Learn about teens, brain development and their learning...

5:30 - 7:30pm @ Geraldton Grammar School - brought to you in part by the JWC & GSC P&C -

click here for full details and registration information

Wednesday 1 June - Parent information session: Talking Drugs - 6 - 8pm @ Catholic Education

Centre - brought to you by the Department of Education and SDERA - click here for full details

and registration information

Friday 3 June - Youth Literature Day

Monday 6 June - WA Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 7 June - Classes resume

Monday 13 June - 17 June - Bowen Stevens Cup

Tuesday 14 June - P&C meeting at John Willcock College staff room starting at 6pm

Wednesday 15 June - Arts Extravaganza - 6 - 9pm @ Geraldton Senior College Performing Arts

Theatre - see image below for full details!

Thursday 16 June - Year 12 reports being mailed home

Wednesday 22 June - Year 10 to 11 Information Night - 6pm

Thursday 23 June - Year 11 reports being mailed home

Sunday 26 June - Country Week students depart

Monday 27 June - 1 July - Country Week

Friday 1 July - Last day of Term 2

Monday 18 July - 19 July - Staff Development Days

Wednesday 20 July - Classes resume for Term 3



Sylvia Vella (sylvia.vella@education.wa.edu.au) is a staff writer and designer of the Link

Newsletter. Thank you to all student and staff contributors. If you have any queries, please make

contact.


