
Dear Parents/Caregivers,

The level of support I have received as 
the new principal of Geraldton Senior 
College is very much appreciated. It is 
always reassuring to enter a new school 
environment where there is a positive 
and exciting feel about teaching and 
learning. The next few years is an im-
portant time for all of us as a school 
community as we work together to 
define what Geraldton Senior College 
will become as it transitions to a Year 
7-12 school. I look forward to involving 
the school community in all discussions 
that will eventually frame our future as 
one of two public secondary schools in 
Geraldton.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge 
the work that Alana Carson and her 
team did during the second half of 
2015. Geraldton Senior College has an 
excellent staff and the manner in which 
they have all gone about their roles 
for the start of 2016 is a credit to their 
commitment to all the students they 
teach. The start to the year has been 
extremely positive and we look forward 
to some outstanding outcomes this 
year.

During the first weeks, the College 
has celebrated a number of significant 

events, including the Student Induction 
Assembly, the College Ball and the 
School Swimming Carnival. In all these 
activities, students have shown their 
maturity and commitment by pre-
senting themselves in an outstanding 
manner by embracing the purpose of 
each event. The formal events such as 
the Assembly and Ball enabled students 
to shine as mature young adults whilst 
the Swimming Carnival gave all partic-
ipants the opportunity to have some 
fun whilst earning house points.

In the classroom, students are showing 
strong application to their studies and 
we trust this is being transferred to the 
home where study forms a key part of 
ongoing learning and progress. I do 
invite all parents and caregivers to con-
tact the College at any time if there are 
conversations you wish to have with 
staff about your child. Education of 
every student at the College requires 
a partnership between the school, the 
student and home. With all parties 
being a part of this partnership, we can 
achieve the outcomes we seek.

We look forward to continuing to work 
with you in the education of your child.

Greg Kelly 
Principal

Upcoming Events
Monday 7 March
Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 8 March
OLNA testing begins

Tuesday 15 March
JWC & GSC P&C Annual General 
Meeting at JWC 6pm 

Thursday 17 March
Rotary Driver Day - Year 12

Friday 18 March
Youth Literature Day

Monday 21 March
Harmony Week celebrations

Tuesday 22 March
GRIP Leadership Conference

Friday 25 March
Good Friday Public Holiday

Monday 28 March
Easter Monday Public Holiday

Tuesday 29 March
Easter Tuesday (no classes)

Thursday 7 April
Progress Reports being mailed home

Friday 8 April
ANZAC Peace Service 
Last day of Term 1

Monday 25 April
ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 26 April
Staff Development Day (no classes)

Wednesday 27 April
Classes resume for Term 2

Sylvia Vella (sylvia.vella@education.wa.edu.au) is a staff writer and designer of the Link Newsletter. 
Thank you to the staff and student contributors. If you have any queries please make contact.
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A Starry Night - Year 12 Ball
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Thank you to the parents who came 
out to the information evenings in 
early February. It was great to meet 
you! We continue to invite parents to 
participate in school activities, especially 
providing your input via the P&C. The 
next meeting is Tuesday 15 March at 
6pm. It will be held at the staff room in 
John Willcock College.

It’s open again and applications for the 
Secondary Assistance Scheme are be-
ing accepted at the front office. It’s an 
easy way to pay off school charges and 
contributions. 

If you have a valid Centrelink Health 
Care Card, Pensioner Concession Card 
or Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Card, you 
may be eligible to claim $235 for school 
charges and contributions and an addi-
tional $110 that you can choose to keep 
towards uniforms or put towards school 
charges and contributions. If you have 
claimed ABSTUDY, you are unable to 
claim Secondary Assistance as well.

Applications close on Friday 8 April so 
bring in your card and fill out the ap-
plication form as soon as you can. Our 
office is open from 8am to 3:30pm.

A short reminder that students are to 
have a note in their diary at the be-
ginning of the day if they will need to 
leave school for an appointment. This 
saves you time as he or she can go sign 
out at Student Services and meet you 
at the front office for collection.

We understand that appointments can 
be last minute at times but if you could 
ring the office as early as possible in the 
day, we can have your child meet you. 
A text message on a phone does not  
                           allow a child to leave class.

Congratulations to the student 
leaders who received their badges 
at the Induction Assembly earlier 

this term. We are pleased to annouce the 
following students taking up leadership 
roles within the school and look forward 
to helping them develop their skills and 
watching them make their mark:

2016 Student Leaders
Ethan Taylor Head Boy
Sally Hamilton Head Girl
Caleb Long Deputy Head Boy
Tessa Maynard Deputy Head Girl

House Captains
Rhehal Burgess Abrolhos
Jake Quinton Abrolhos
Jesse Mardon Batavia
Aimee Wellman Batavia
Chelsea Bidwell Chapman
Andrew Ronan Chapman
Denzel Allen Greenough
Chloe Sharland Greenough
Mahli Higgins Moresby
Chris  
Quartermaine

Moresby

Year 11 Student  
Councillors

Taylah Brown
Les Curley
Keavy Hallgarth
Suzy Moore

Induction AssemblyA great start to the year 
... for parents

Secondary 
Assistance Scheme

Leaving school for  
an appointment
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Lachlan Adam grew up in Geraldton 
and over recent years, has been devel-
oping a career in stand-up comedy 
and performing arts. Geraldton Senior 
College drama students were treated 
to a good laugh when he came in and 
did a workshop with them on improvi-
sation and comedy skills. 

“The students absolutely loved it,” said 
Miss Cameron, Dramatic Arts Teacher.

“The visit gave students a different 
perspective on performance.”

Year 11 Jewellery students walked over 
to the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery 
early this term to view an exhibition 
called ‘Art on the Move’. 

The engaged students learned about 
the outline and the challenges present-
ed in participating in such an exhibition. 
They derived inspiration from seeing 
the pieces and learning about how and 
why they were made.

“Twelve jewellers came together to 
create the exhibition. Each month, 
someone chose a theme and every-
one made a piece to that theme. We 
would meet, show our pieces and 
share information about the process-
es of creating these pieces,” explained 
Claire Townsend, one of the jewellers 
who was in Geraldton to promote the 
exhibition.

“We explored skill areas that we hadn’t 
done before, were challenged with 
the outline and the different ways of 
working.”

As the students moved around the ex-
hibition, they were able to ask Claire 
about how the pieces were made and 
how they may have fit into the outline 
as some pieces just didn’t seem to fit.

Feedback from the students about the 
excursion was positive and they were 
glad they went.

Lachlan Adam  
visits GSC

Jewellery students ‘on the move’
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2016 Swimming Carnival
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Well done to all the students who came 
out to the Swimming Carnival. It was a 
day full of fun and games. There is no 
need for perfection at these events... 
just the right attitude and the willing-
ness to give it a go.

“What a terrific day with full participa-
tion by students and staff and all those 
involved having a great time. It was an 
absolute pleasure to be a part of such 
a fun and enjoyable experience and in 
particular, seeing that level of partici-
pation by the students,” said Greg Kelly, 
Principal after his first Swimming Carni-
val at Geraldton Senior College.

Congratulations to Greenough who 
won the overall Carnival. Here are the 
details of the results:

Greenough – 495 
Moresby – 401 
Batavia – 399 

Chapman – 268 
Abrolhos – 218

Champion Students 
Year 10 (female)

Champion — Heather Waters 
Runner-up — Brooke Hayward

Year 10 (male)
Champion — Sunny Gleghorn 

Runner-up — Blake Bettesworth

Year 11 (female)
Champion — Elle Pead 

Runner-up — Lily Bradley

Year 11 (male)
Champion — Nathan Cockman 

Runner-up — Aadon Chick

Year 12 (female)
Champion — Vanessa Todd 
Runner-up — Taylor Beros

Year 12 (male)
Champion — Jesse Mardon 
Runner-up — Eli Forrester

gsc.wa.edu.au  •  phone 08 9965 8400  •  geraldtonsenior.college@education.wa.edu.au



OLNA has certainly been a buzz word 
around Geraldton Senior College lately 
as students in all year levels are gearing 
up for the assessments coming up over 
the next two weeks. There have been 
tutorials during class times and oppor-
tunities outside of school to do practice 
tests.

OLNA stands for the Online Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessment, which some 
students will use to demonstrate they 
have achieved the required standard of 
literacy and numeracy for their West-
ern Australian Certificate of Education 
(WACE). The School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority awards the WACE 
at the end of Year 12 to students who 
have met all the requirements.

Some students prequalify for the litera-
cy and numeracy requirement through 
their performance in the Year 9 NA-
PLAN test. We will inform you whether 
your child needs to the sit the OLNA, 
which is held in March and Septem-
ber each year, starting in Year 10. This 
means students will have up to six op-
portunities before the end of Year 12 to 
demonstrate that the standard is met.

The OLNA has three components – 
reading, writing and numeracy. The 
reading and numeracy components 
comprise 45 multiple-choice questions; 
the writing component is an extended 
response of up to 600 words. Students 
are allowed 50 minutes for the read-
ing and numeracy components and 
60 minutes for the writing. The table 
below provides a quick guide to each 
component.

The first round of assessments will take 
place between 8 March and 21 March. 

To prepare our students for the sorts 
of questions they can expect and to 
familiarise them with the online as-
sessment software, we have provided 
access to practice and example tests 
on a secure website.

For students with disability, we have 
guidelines to help set the appropriate 
adjustments for equal access. Infor-
mation about disability adjustments is 
available by visiting www.scsa.wa.edu.
au and look under Senior Secondary > 
Online Literacy and Numeracy Assess-
ment > Disability Adjustments

If you want to know more, visit www.
scsa.wa.edu.au and look under Senior 
Secondary > Online Literacy and Nu-
meracy Assessment. There you will 
find more information, answers to 
frequently asked questions and a brief 
video. You can also send questions to 
olna@scsa.wa.edu.au.

The imporatance of OLNA

Kiss ‘n Drop Area

Numeracy Reading Writing
Number of Questions 45 1 (600 word limit)

Question Type Multiple-choice Open-ended
Mode Online point and click Typed online
Time 50 minutes 60 minutes

Delivery Randomised 1 of 3 forms Randomised 1 of 2 forms

Adjustments Extra time, pause, coloured background  
and higher quality images

Practise at home!
Visit: assess.scsa.wa.edu.au
Username: 4163
Password: prac14

We can all agree that pick-up and 
drop-off times around Geraldton Sen-
ior College can be pretty hectic. The 
College is virtually a bus depot for lo-
cal and regional buses, along with the 
movement of people walking, cycling 
and travelling in their own transport.

Our goal, like every other school, is to 
keep everyone safe so we ask that par-
ents and caregivers dropping off stu-
dents to please use the circular drive 
near the gymnasium before and after 
school. The driveway in front of the 
main building is to remain clear.

Please refrain 
from using the 

circular drive in front 
of the main building for 

drop-off and pick-up 
before and after 

school.

The driveway in front 
of the gymnasium is 

the designated area for 
drop-off and pick-up. 
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