
 

 

CHANGES TO SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATION IN THE  
GERALDTON AREA 
 
1. What will change at Geraldton Senior College? 

Geraldton Senior College will expand from a Year 10 to 12 school to become a Year 7 to 12 
school, allowing students to complete all their secondary education at the one school. The 
school will offer students a broad curriculum with pathways leading to both Vocational 
Education and Training (VET) qualifications and attainment of an Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR). These changes will provide options for young people to pursue 
tertiary education, further training and employment when they graduate. 

 
2. What new facilities will be provided at Geraldton Senior College? 

There will be upgrades to specialist facilities, general classrooms, the double-storey heritage 
block, former residential college buildings, changerooms and toilets, and car park. 

 
3. Will the Trade Training Centre at Geraldton Senior College continue? 

Yes. The state-of-the-art Trade Trading Centre will continue providing programs for students 
in laboratory skills, engineering and electro-technology.  

 
4. What will change at John Willcock College? 

John Willcock College will expand from a Year 7 to 9 school to become a Year 7 to 12 
school, allowing students to complete all their secondary education at the one school. The 
school will offer students a broad curriculum with pathways leading to both VET qualifications 
and attainment of an ATAR. A new Academic Extension Program will be established for 
students from Years 7 to 10. These changes will provide more options for young people to 
pursue tertiary education, further training and employment when they graduate.  

 
5. What is the Academic Extension Program at John Willcock College? 

The Academic Extension Program, for students from Years 7 to 10, will provide a full 
academic curriculum with a particular focus on science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) subjects. The program will run from the start of the 2020 school year. 
Students in Year 6 in the Geraldton area will be eligible to apply for entry into the program for 
Year 7. Applications for enrolment will open in 2019 for selection into the program for 2020. 
The program will provide students with a clear direction as they move into Years 11 and 12 
and on to tertiary study.  
 

6. What new facilities will be provided at John Willcock College? 
A new arts facility and medical centre will be built. There will also be upgrades to specialist 
facilities, general classrooms, cafeteria, staff areas, changerooms and toilets, and 
improvements to outdoor areas.  

 
7. Will the Clontarf Academy continue? 

Yes. The Clontarf Academy will be consolidated and run from Geraldton Senior College for 
all Geraldton students.  

  



 

 

8. Will students at John Willcock College have access to the state-of-the-art Trade 
Training Centre? 
Yes. Students at John Willcock College will have access to programs at the Trade Training 
Centre through the Geraldton trade training consortium.  
 

9. How will the changes at both schools benefit students? 
Students will be able to complete all their secondary education at one local secondary 
school. This will ensure they receive a continuous secondary education. Both schools will 
build strong community, business and industry partnerships to enhance programs and 
courses to meet students’ needs. 

 
10. When will the changes take effect? 

The changes will be in place for the start of the 2019 school year after the new buildings and 
upgrades at both schools are completed. 

 
11. Why are these changes being made? 

Through community consultation in 2014, local parents and community members indicated 
they wanted better subject choices and more options for young people to pursue tertiary 
education, further training and employment when they leave school. The consultation 
included an online survey followed by a community meeting hosted by the Minister for 
Education. These changes are designed to meet the aspirations of the Geraldton community 
and serve them well into the future.  

 
12. Will there be other changes to public secondary schools in the Geraldton area? 

There will be no changes to Dongara District High School, Northampton District High School 
and Mullewa District High School.  

 
13. Will the building works at the schools disrupt students’ learning? 

The new buildings, upgrades and programs will be ready for the start of the 2019 school 
year. Until then, both schools will continue to operate as usual. It is not anticipated that the 
changes will disrupt student learning at either school. 

 

14. Will Geraldton Senior College and John Willcock College be Independent Public 
Schools? 
Yes. Both schools will start as Independent Public Schools in 2019.  

 
15. Will the schools have local-intake areas? 

Yes. Local-intake areas have been drafted to create an equitable distribution of student 
enrolments and a balanced socioeconomic mix of students across both schools. The new 
local-intake areas will also take into consideration the current local-intake area of each 
school as well as the primary school local-intake areas. Local-intake areas will be refined 
following further consultation. 

 
16. What is a local-take area? 

A local-intake area is a boundary set around a school. Families residing within the boundary 
are guaranteed places at that school for their children.  

 
17. Will students need to move schools in 2019 due to these changes? 

There will be a three year transition period to ensure accommodation capacity is managed at 
both schools. The principals will provide more detailed information on the transition process. 


