
Dear Parents and Carers,

You can expect and may have already 
received multiple mail outs from 
the College in preparation for 2016. 
Progress Reports, Academic Standing 
letter for Year 11s, course selection 
sheets, booklists, invoices and the Parent 
Information Booklet are all part of our 
communication to ensure families have 
what they need to plan for the next year.

Please check the term dates for 2016 
so that you can plan family events with 
these in mind. Year 12 ATAR students 
do practical exams and lead up ‘mock’ 
exams in the third term break, so make 
sure these dates are quarantined. The 
regularity of students taking vacation 
during the school term is of concern. 
Research recently undertaken by the 
Telethon Institute for Child Health 
Research, Student Attendance and 
Educational Outcomes: Every Day 
Counts, has found a clear link between 
student absence and achievement in 
school. Each day a child is absent from 
school has a direct impact on their 
educational outcomes. I ask that family 
vacations are planned carefully to avoid 
students being absent from school.

The Student Centred Funding Model 

impacts on the amount of funding we 
have to deliver on every aspect of the 
College. I appeal to the community to 
understand how important it is to have 
every student enrolled and attending 
at the start of 2016 to ensure they are 
included in the February census.

We will be eager to receive and review 
2015 student results. During the year 
it has been pleasing to reflect on the 
many events that have been reported 
via The Link and recognise the extent 
of satisfaction gained from the many 
school activities that have been held.

I eagerly look forward to 2016 as we 
once again enter an era of change. 
Planning for the first stage of a return 
to a Year 7 - 12 school in 2019 will 
commence in conjunction with the $5 
million upgrade of facilities. 

I congratulate Mr Greg Kelly our incom-
ing Principal and extend to him a warm 
welcome to our wonderful school. Mr 
Kelly brings a breadth of experiences 
that will complement our hard working 
leadership team. I encourage all of our 
school community to take any oppor-
tunity to meet Mr Kelly when he com-
mences in February 2016.

I would like to conclude by thanking 
you all for your support and kindness 
during my time as Principal. The 
demands of the position have been 
made easier due to the professional 
manner in which the staff have fulfilled 
their duties and I thank them for 
their efforts. Thanks also to the many 
parents who have called in or phoned 
to provide advice and support. Finally, a 
huge thank you to the many wonderful 
students who have offered a smile, 
stopped by for a chat and continued to 
ensure that they have met the College 
expectations of Respect, Responsibility 
and Doing your Best. I look forward 
to continuing to follow your journey 
through the secondary years and 
beyond. 

I wish you all a peaceful and happy fes-
tive season and a very safe holiday.

Warmest wishes  
Alana Carson 
Principal

December 2015

Upcoming Events
Thursday 17 December
Year 10 Final Assembly and last day of 
the school year for students

Monday 1 February 2016
First day of Term 1

Tuesday 2 February 2016
Orientation Day

Wednesday 3 Febrary 2016
Year 10 Parent Information Evening 6pm

Tuesday 9 February 2016
Leadership Induction Assembly - 9:15am
P&C Meeting - 6pm @ JWC

Saturday 27 February 2016
College Ball

Recently, Mr Kelly flew into 
Geraldton from Karratha to 
meet the staff at Geraldton 
Senior College. In his speech, 
he expressed his enthusiasm 
for the years ahead. “There 
are outstanding opportunities 
coming up in the next 6 years and 
I am very excited to see through 
these changes at Geraldton 
Senior College,” he said.

Mr Kelly will commence his 
position in the new year.

A visit from our new Principal, Mr Greg Kelly

Sylvia Vella (sylvia.vella@education.wa.edu.au) is a staff writer and designer of the Link Newsletter. 
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The school community gathered at 
the end of November to say farewell 
to the Year 11 students for 2015. 
We were happy to have the Year 9 
students from John Willcock College 
join us along with many other special 
guests. Congratulations to all the 
award winners (pictured below) 
including Lyric Papertalk who won the 
Midwest Aboriginal Education Council 
Encouragement Award. 

Thank you to all those who performed 
and spoke in the assembly. It was quite 
entertaining!

“As we started Year 11 it suddenly became clear what our 
teachers had been preparing us for. As organised as we tried 
to be with our school work and assessments it really starts 
to pile up as the year goes on. With social and sporting 
commitments it really does test your time management 
skills. Now as we head into Year 12 we feel more prepared 
in planning and the commitment that we need to make to 
be successful students and achieve our goals.”

Chelsea Bidwell
Chapman House Captain,2016

Year 11 Leavers Assembly & Awards

Trey Sutherland 
Year 11 VET Studies Dux Award

Plai Phetyim, Tayla Hall, Chloe Soutar, Ashlyn Lance, Lou Lou-in Aman, Shane Wood, Tessa Maynard, Olivia Hunter, Mr Thomas 
Year 11 Genesis Art Exhibition Awards

Samantha Dalgleish 
Edith Cowan University Citizenship Award

Miriam Grundy
Year 11 ATAR Studies Dux Award

Rhehal Burgess 
Geraldton Universities Centre 
Encouragement Award
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Millicent Gadsby Highest Music: Western Art Music ATAR
Miriam Grundy Highest Music General Unit 2
Maddison Pomeroy High Visual Arts ATAR
Adelle Baker Highest Visual Arts General
Talitha Mercer Highest Design: Graphics General Unit 1
Callie Henderson Highest Design: Photography General
Chelsea Bidwell Highest Dance General
Dean Vains Highest Applied Information Tech ATAR
Josephine Williams High Applied Information Technology General

Chloe Ellison High Business Management and Enterprise 
General

Samantha Dalgleish High Automotive Engineering and Tech General
Thomas Boyce Highest Building and Construction General
Trey Sutherland Highest Materials, Design & Tech: Metal General
Caleb Long Highest Materials, Design & Tech: Wood General
Millicent Gadsby Highest English ATAR
Miriam Grundy Highest English ATAR
Chloe Soutar Highest English General
Theodore Dela Cruz Highest English Foundation
Matthew Grice Highest Geography ATAR
Millicent Gadsby High Modern History ATAR
Whitney Jane High Modern History ATAR
Monique Criddle High Children, Family and Community General
Amy Mitchell Highest Food Science and Technology General
Amy Tran Highest Mathematics: Applications ATAR
Sally Hamilton Highest Mathematics: Applications ATAR
Luke Brosnan Highest Mathematics: Methods ATAR
Miriam Grundy High Mathematics: Specialist ATAR
Luke Brosnan High Mathematics: Specialist ATAR
Kiya Twine Highest Mathematics Foundation
Colby Money Highest Mathematics: Essentials General
Chloe Chapman Highest Physical Education Studies ATAR
Samantha Dalgleish Highest Outdoor Education General
Trey Sutherland Highest Physical Education Studies General
Miriam Grundy Highest Biology ATAR
Miriam Grundy Highest Chemistry ATAR
Chloe Chapman Highest Human Biology ATAR
Luke Brosnan High Physics ATAR
Amy Mitchell Highest Human Biology General
Emmitt White High Integrated Science General

Raylene Clayton Warlugurra Walgamanyulu  
– Highest Academic Achiever

Akeem Shay Gigaman Gawala  
– Highest Academic Achiever

2015 Year 11 Subject Awards
Awardee Level Subject

At the Year 11 Leavers Assembly, the 
incoming student leaders for 2016 
surprised Mrs Carson with kind words 
acknowledging her efforts as Principal 
over the last 6 months. The student body 
agreed and gave her a standing ovation 
(pictured above). At the end of the 
Assembly, a photo was captured with Mrs 
Carson, and guests Mrs Maxwell, Regional 
Consultant Aboriginal Education and Mr 
Greg Thorne, Regional Executive Director 
(pictured below). Mr Thorne commented 
on how well behaved the GSC students 
were at the Assembly and congratulated 
the staff for their efforts in helping them 
achieve this.
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Among all the celebrations being held 
at the College recently, the VIP students 
held a festive gathering to celebrate the 
end of year and their achievements. 

“We are very proud of how far these 
students have come this year. They 
have done a lot of self-reflection and 
worked on their strengths as well as 
recognising and being honest about 
their challenges,” commented Mr Kim 
Treffone, Deputy Principal.

Each student spoke in front of the group 
as they received their certificates. Their 
ambitions were clear along with how 
much they had enjoyed their year in VIP. 
Each student also chose a staff member 
to speak about and show appreciation 
for their work during the year.

“By participating in work experience, I 
learned that I needed to be organised 
and punctual to be successful in the 
workplace,” explained Lyam. The stu-
dents are looking forward to securing 
an apprenticeship or continuing school.

Many students enjoyed the variety of 
activities they participated in, such as 
learning how to use the tools at the 
STEP shed. The students also worked 
with others in the school to assist with 
different projects. One theme was ev-
ident, the students appreciated how 
staff members took the time to listen, 
create a happy atmosphere in the class-
room, project a positive mindset, give 
a different perspective in discussions, 
demonstrated a high level of respect 
and made everyone feel welcome.

The life skills and confidence learned by 
these students will help them achieve 
great things. These students are to 
be commended for their bravery and 
excellent public speaking skills. “It takes 
a lot of courage to stand in front of a 
group of peers, teachers and other 
guests and speak so openly about the 
bonding experience that is VIP. The 
program is not just educational, it’s 
transformational,” comments Glyn Parry, 
Librarian at Geraldton Senior College.

VIP Presentation
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Each year, students in Years 10, 11 
and 12 have the opportunity to run 
for student council and represent the 
student body in a variety of ways. 
Students sit on the College Council, run 
fundraisers and help organise events.

Recently Year 10 students have 
undergone the process of nominating 
and electing their representatives for 
2016. The students who will represent 
the Year 11 group are:

Les Curley
Suzy Moore
Tayla Brown

Keavy Hallgarth 

“This will be my second year on student 
council. We also help out students 
where we can by being available to 
listen and assist if a student has an issue 
and they can’t or would prefer not to 
speak with a teacher,” explains Keavy 
Hallgarth, one of the council members 
for 2016. “I look forward to building 
up my confidence and learning more 
about leadership roles. I would also 
like to run for Head Girl in 2017.”

Meredith Irving and Stacey Carden, 
dietitians, who work at 360˚ Health & 
Community, came to Geraldton Senior 
College to speak to students in the 
Year 11 Food Science and Technology 
classes. The dietitians spoke about 
reading food labels, with particular 
emphasis on sugar, fat and salt contents 
as well as the sugar content in a variety 
of drinks. They stressed that the best 
drink for everyone is water. Then the 
students made Noodle Ninja Mince, a 
tasty recipe devised by Foodbank WA. 
The students enjoyed the interactive 
session and both dietitians are keen to 
return next year to work further with 
the students. 

Ms Robinson 
Home Economics Teacher

Emma Jackson from the Northern 
Agricultural Catchment Council 

(NACC) arrived with an amazing gift 
for Geraldton Senior College. They 
have donated a microscope worth 
over $4000 for use by our Science 
department. “We are going to use it 
with our Year 11 and 12 Biology and 
Human Biology students,” comments 
Claire MacPherson, Head of Science 
Department. “We are really grateful as 
this is something that we really couldn’t 
afford. We have been looking for a new 
microscope of decent quality but they 
were out of our price range. This has 
really blown us out of the water.”

Geraldton Senior College has had a 
great relationship with the NACC as we 
worked together on projects such as 
the Abrolhos Islands Rehabilitation and 
the sand dune survey. Students have 
benefited from this type of network 
relationship by gaining industry 
contacts and expert knowledge.

A New Microscope
360˚ Health &  

CommunityYear 11 Student  
Council Elections

Some of the nominees for the Year 11 Student Council after 
delivering their speeches.
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Mister Ice Burke and Mr Stone Cold (Yo!) 
Went to ATAR camp with Ms Wellstead and Atyeo

Well, Well, Well,  
Wellstead! 
Ensured that we were well fed, 
And accommodated – warm beds, 
At the Universities – well led!

We covered them all (YO) first up CURTIN, 
Coz ya gotta be sure y’all, ya gotta be CERTAIN, 
After that Murdoch with backwards walking Sam, 
I noticed a few forward thinkin’ academic plans.

Like Alora Taylor, but she’s a vegetari-an, 
Animals should run free not get cooked in a pan, 
So at the house of horrors, the school of vets, 
She wasn’t all that cool with all the sliced up dead pets!

So lucky, at Fremantle, where everythings cool, 
Matty Grice and Carly loved it there fool. 
At Freo Prison Ghost Tour, Leanna Weaver was Brave, 
A murderer with a cleaver she’d just say “Behave!” 
Even if she did have to hold Kelsey’s hand, 
They couldn’t scare her, not like they’d planned. 
There were hardly any screams at all – not many yells, man… 
Except maybe one or two from Amy Attwater and Wellman.

At night there was some talk amongst the teachers 
About rebellious youth and sneaky nocturnal creatures, 
But everyone was great, NOT A SINGLE PROFANITY,  
Just a lot of LOLs playin’ Cards Against Humanity. 
As for Jesse Mardon and Chloe Chapman, I got nuthin to say 
nuthin, about that man,

At 4 in the morning Stone Cold gets a knock on the door, 
Its Josh he says “Yo, Josh, Watcha knockin for?” 
He’s locked himself out, he lets him back in the door, 
But if it was me I woulda made him sleep on the floor.

Now Sasha Chaulks got skinny jeans – THAT’S A FACT! 
He looks like a Ramone and could play drums on this track,  
He’d go BOOM-BOOM-CHUH HURACKATACKTACK-ZEE! 
And who could play a flute-loop? Milli Gadsby! 
Chloe Ellison can solve any problem you make – 
Whether it’s too much chocolate or cheese-cake 
At the birthday party of Mr Caleb Long (He’s the deputy 
head boy) Yeah put that in the song! 
We left the pizza place and hit up a movie,  
Tyla and Adelle thought the theatre was groovy. 
Olivia, Miriam, and Jorja Pike, 
Thanks for comin now I’m leavin ya on this mike. 

Kick it.

‘Mister Ice’ Daniel Burke 
Teacher

ATAR Camp ‘Rap’-up
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What do you do with a piece of brass?
The Year 10 Jewellery students didn’t 
quite know what to say when their 
teacher Mr Clarke passed them a piece 
of brass and said, “You’ll be making a 
bracelet out of this... and yes, that is all 
you get.”

After spending time brainstorming, 
shaping and using their great jewellery 
making skills, the final products were 
silver-plated and highly commended 
by their teacher. “I was really impressed 
at the quality of their work. They have 
come up with some truly beautiful 
pieces,” raved Mr Clarke.

It didn’t stop there. On another task, 
students used a cuttlefish bone to 
carve out their design and fill it with 
silver. The end result was a piece of 
jewellery that is well detailed with a 
relatively humble production method.

Over in the woodwork classes, Year 
11 students have spent this semester 
creating a piece that they could use 
at home. Students start off with 
jarrah ‘rough sawn timber’ 
which is then ‘dressed’ by 
putting it through planing and 
thicknessing machines to make 

the pieces smooth and square. From 
there, students make their designs a 
reality. “It certainly doesn’t happen 
overnight. Students spend a lot of 
time going through the various steps 
of design, cutting, shaping, sanding, 
finishing, assembly... there are too many 
to name!” comments Mr Ioannidis, a 
woodwork teacher. “An example of this 
is Caleb’s coffee table. It is an excellent 
piece that he should be very proud of.”
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So this trip has been a once in a 
lifetime experience. It all started 
when we arrived in Singapore 
and it finally hit us, we realised 
we were no longer in Australia 
and we were on holiday with a 
group of kids we hardly knew. 
It was overwhelming and a little 
scary at first but when we started 
to get to know each other and 
become great friends I realised 
this trip was going to be good. 
When we arrived in Siam Reap I 
wasn’t expecting much because 
I knew how much the country 
struggles but I walked into the 
the most gorgeous hotel room 
and it blew me away.

Our first trip was to Angkor Wat 
temples and it was extraordinary. 
It was built hundreds of years 
ago by monks, the detail in the 
hand-carved stone was amazing. 
We also visited the temple where 
the movie ‘Tomb Raider’ was 
filmed and that was pretty cool. 
We visited so many amazing 
places and got to meet so many 
inspirational kids!

We went to many schools and met 
so many gorgeous kids... played 
with them, gave them toys, and 
took them to get a good lunch as 

they wouldn’t get a big plate of 
food very often. Their facial ex-
pressions, even before we gave 
them the toys, were happy and 
grateful! These kids have noth-
ing, yet they are so happy. 

We also visited charities and 
spoke with some of the founders 
and staff about what their goals 
are and why they are working for 
the charity. It was inspirational.

All in all in the past 11 days, I’ve 
learned that I have so much yet 
the kids here seem so much 
more fulfilled with what they’ve 
got. That is going to change. I 
realised how lucky I am and I’m 
very thankful to have grown up 
in a developed country with a 
healthy family. I have realised 
that helping someone out with 
what we think is nothing (the 
equivalent of 25 cents), can 
make their entire day. It helps 
them find a meal.

This experience has been 
absolutely amazing and I’d like 
to thank Ms Varney and Mr 
Keemink as well as the staff who 
helped make this trip possible.

Keavy Hallgarth 
Student

A Postcard from Cambodia
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