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Greetings

Term three has been action packed 
with cultural, sporting, social and 
educational activities as evidenced 
in the following pages. Our students 
have been consistently demonstrating 
the College expectations of respect, 
responsibility and doing your best. 

There has been a flurry of activity 
as the year 12 students finalise their 
course requirements and prepare to 
exit their final year of schooling. There 
is no holiday for many as the WACE 
practical exams are being held in the 
first week of the school holidays and 
the mock WACE written exams in the 
second week. The final WACE written 
exams are conducted from November 
2 -20. Mr Puzzar and Ms McGerr ran a 
very engaging and informative work-
shop on how to best prepare for these 
events and provided valuable tips and 
strategies to avoid or deal with the 
stresses that may occur at this time. 
I wish all of our year 12 students the 
very best in all their exams.

The bulk of course selections for 2016 
using the online process have been 
completed. From all accounts this has 
been very successful. The timetable 
is currently under development and 
every effort is being made to satisfy 
most of the preferences for most of 
the students.

Mr Garry Simmons has formally re-
tired and to celebrate this momentous 
event we are having a function on Sat-
urday October, 24. Parents are invited 
to attend and details are below.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of our hard working staff for 
their ongoing efforts.  After an action 
packed term I think all our staff and 
students deserve a well-earned rest. 

I wish everyone a safe and happy 
holiday.

Alana Carson 
Principal

September 2015

Upcoming Events
Friday 25 September
Last day for non-ATAR students  
and end of term

Monday 28 September - 2 October
WACE Practical Exams Phys Ed and 
Music - specific dates to be advised

Monday 5 October - 9 October
Year 12 Mock Exams

Monday 12 October
First day of Term 4

Friday 23 October
Leavers Assembly 
Leavers Luncheon - noon @ Railways 
Football Club

Monday 26 October
Valedictory Ceremony
6pm @ Queens Park Theatre

Thursday 29 - 30 October
Showcase - 9am @ Queens Park Theatre

Monday 2 - 20 November
WACE Exams

Monday 9 - 12 November
Year 11 Assessment Free Week

Friday 13 November
Staff Development Day

Monday 16 - 20 November
Year 11 Exams

 

Garry Simmons has officially extended his weekends by five days.  
Parents are invited to join us for an afternoon tea on  

Saturday 24 October to help him celebrate a new change of pace.
If you would like to attend, kindly get in touch with Sylvia Vella by email  

sylvia.vella@education.wa.edu.au or phone 08 9965 8400. 

Requests for further information or contributions to the message book are welcome.

ab
Sylvia Vella (sylvia.vella@education.wa.edu.au) is a staff writer and designer of the Link Newsletter. 

Thank you to the staff and student contributors. If you have any queries please make contact.



The 2015 Athletics Carnival went off 
without a hitch earlier this term. “It was 
a great day,” commented Jay O’Sulli-
van, Head of Physical Education and 
Athletics Carnival Organiser. “Thanks 
to all involved - the staff for helping to 
run the day and the students for par-
ticipating with vibrant attitudes!”

Results:

Year 10 

Champion -  Quinn McVee  
Champion -  Chris Scott

Runner up -  Emily Loveland 
Runner up – Kyle Strickland

Year 11

Champion – Sally Hamilton 
Champion -  Dwayne Neville

Runner up – Cassidy Renner 
Runner up – Max Metcalf 

Year 12

Champion – Lacey Renner 
Champion – David Moore 

Runner up -  Sharnee Freeman 
Runner up – Braydon Ryan

Surfing Update!Congratulations to Callum 

Miragliotta and Lachlan 

Neale (Body Boarding) who 

came in second overall in the 
senior boys division!

Athletics Carnival

Overall Results
Moresby – 371 

Greenough – 314 
Chapman – 292 
Batavia – 291 

Abrolhos – 281
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NAIDOC celebrations at Geraldton 
Senior College were certainly happy 
days around the campus this year. Stu-
dents had great smiles as they walked 
around wishing each other ‘Happy 
NAIDOC!’ after the opening ceremony.

After the welcome to country by Mr 
Dodd, the school community heard 
from Mr Graham Taylor, the NAIDOC 
National Australian Male Elder of the 
Year. Mr Taylor spoke of his travels to 
Melbourne and the journey of receiving 
this award.

As part of her speech, Mrs Alana Carson, 
Principal of Geraldton Senior College 
elaborated, “Upon leaving school at 
17, an age many of you are, he joined 
the Royal Australian Army. At just 19 
he boarded a ship to Vietnam where 
he served for 7 months. It is this expe-
rience that has seen Mr Taylor be an 
active RSL member and a key player in 
ensuring that Aboriginal service men 
and women are rightfully recognised 
for their valuable contribution to the 
war effort in multiple conflicts. 

“Mr Taylor is also a board member 
at Geraldton Streetwork Aboriginal 
Corporation and regularly volunteers 
his time to work with the youth of our 
community. Mr Taylor is an inspirational 
and highly respected leader.”

The celebrations included a live broad-
cast by Radio MAMA, a performance by 
the didgeridoo players from Rangeway 
Primary School and a band called the 
Morning Suns, featuring GSC AIEO Co-
rey Dickerson. The traditional ‘cook-up’ 
including kangaroo stew, damper and 
cake was enjoyed by all. The Clontarf 
- Midwest Football Academy hosted 
tours of their premises for all students 
in Year 10. Finally, a footy match on the 
oval had the crowd cheering.

Happy NAIDOC!
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There has been a lot going on in the 
Science Department this year with trips 
to the Abrolhos Islands, visiting activ-
ities, extension learning and camps. 
There has also been a heap of collabo-
ration and engagement with other lo-
cal organisations participating in pro-
grams aplenty.

Forensics Fun!
Recently students arrived to class to be 
faced with a case of conspiracy. They 
were presented with a scenario where 
a victim was shot and found next to a 
burnt out car. Students were involved 
in the ‘act’ and role-played different 
characters in the mock incident. They 
used forensics skills to search for clues, 
analyse them and figure out who had 
‘committed the crime’. 

“Students were very responsive and 
enthusiastic. They were really interest-
ed and engaged in the activity, repre-
senting the best efforts of Geraldton 
Senior College students,” says Claire 
MacPherson, Head of Science.

Rehabilitating the Abrolhos 
Islands!
A number of organisations including 
the Durack Institute of Technology, 
Department of Fisheries, Conserva-
tion Council and Northern Agricultural 
Catchment Council have joined forces 
to rehabilitate a number of islands in 
the Houtman Abrolhos. In 2014, Ger-
aldton Senior College students con-

ducted site assessments, set up and 
monitored trials of plantings to ensure 
the success of seedlings for that area. 
This year, GSC students are executing 
the planting program and have recent-
ly spent some time on the North Island 
getting their hands dirty.

Students have also been spending 
some time at Back Beach identifying 
plants and recording where weed spe-
cies have been located.

Physics Fun!
In the last week of this term, Year 10 
and 11 students will be travelling to 
Adventure World to take part in the 
Science Teachers of WA Physics Camp 
to study the physics of amusement 
rides. It is all about force and motion 
to calculate how fast a person travels 
to be able to complete the rotations 
and loops of a roller coaster. There will 
be much discussion about how much 
energy is required and what makes it 
all happen. While there, they will also 
be visiting Curtin and University of 
Western Australia and exploring their 
course offerings.

Scuba Fun!
Recently Year 12 students who have 
opted to study scuba diving as an op-
tional unit in the Aquaculture program 
have gained their Open Water Certif-
icates. This is a fantastic opportunity 
to be able to continue with extended 
units in a Certificate III or Diploma in 
Marine Science.

Science Fun!
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As part of the standard 
curriculum, students in 
Year 10 are busy at work in 
their science classes. 

They are analysing the pe-
riodic table, learning about 
chemical reactions and 
how different factors influ-
ence the rate of reactions. 
Energy conservation is a 
hot topic. We found some 
Year 10 students hard at 
work applying relation-
ships between force, mass 
and acceleration to predict 
changes in the motion of 
objects (pictured right). 

This term was all about 
inheritance patterns and 
natural selection. A recent 
activity included studying 
different coloured frogs 
in  varying environments. 
The experiment revealed 
that frogs who were able to 
camouflage had the best 
survival rates explaining 
why mostly green frogs are 
found in a leafy green envi-
ronment.

Next term, Year 10 science 
students will look to the 
night sky to study what 
is out there in collabora-
tion with University of WA 
School of Physics. Gerald-
ton Senior College students 
are able to use telescopes 
in Perth  over the internet 
to take images of distant 
astronomical objects and 
analyse their findings after 
viewing their results. 

For most of this term, University of 
Western Australia (UWA) students Emi-
ly, Candice and Tarryn have been doing 
practical experience here at Geraldton 
Senior College. The program of gain-
ing experience at regional and remote 
schools was promoted to UWA stu-
dents by the Department of Education 
and these students took up the offer. 

“It’s a great way to test out ideas of 
future career paths,” says Emily. “I was 
keen to come to Geraldton as I am 
currently studying a major in Arts and 
a minor in Special Education Needs. 
Geraldton Senior College has large de-
partments in these areas and I wanted 
to gain some insight and experience.”

The students had to apply to partici-
pate in the program, providing person-
al recommendations and answering 
questions about personal and profes-
sional challenges that they might face. 

Both students agreed that their time 
at Geraldton Senior College has been 
wonderful. They were inspired by how 
welcoming the teachers have been 
and inviting them into classes to watch 
them teach. They were also impressed 
with how well the staff relate to stu-
dents. 

“I have had some amazing conver-
sations with students,” says Candice. 
“Many ATAR students have asked me 
about my journey, how I arrived at the 
decision of studying teaching and what 
options may be available after univer-
sity. Whichever way you turn there are 
always going to be challenges but the 
benefits make it all worthwhile.” 

Year 10 Science Student Teachers
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Earlier this term, I was one of the four-
teen Geraldton Senior College students 
who had been chosen to go on the 2015 
University of Western Australia (UWA) 
Aspire Camp. We travelled alongside 
others from Geraldton, Dongara, Kal-
barri, Morawa, Exmouth and Carnarvon. 
We went on the camp to have a look at 
university life to see if it might be for us. 

On the first day, we did team building 
and some fun activities to bond with 
people whom we had just met. The 
second day included industry visits. 
The group I was part of went to the 
Perth Zoo and the Pawsey Supercom-
puting Centre. The other group went 
to the Perth Museum and the Depart-
ment of Planning. What an amazing 
experience going behind the scenes 
at the zoo to see the baby turtles, and 
hearing about the different statistics. 
Then we went to see how termites are 
collected and made into food for the 
numbats. Later, we visited the Pawsey 
Supercomputing Centre and toured 
the facility. The whole supercomputer 
consists of three cells with five ma-
chines named Magnus, Galaxy, Zythos, 
Zeus and the Nectar Research Cloud. 
Later in the evening, we participated 
in ‘theatre sports’ which consisted of 
many improvisational games.

On the final day we visited UWA, which 
was marvellous! We did science and 
arts (English studies) activities. The 
science activity was very interesting. 
We looked at different soil types while 
looking for bugs and mites. We inves-
tigated where different insects would 
reside by looking at the organic matter 
in different areas. Later, we toured the 
university hall which is one of the dor-
mitory buildings for UWA. The rooms 
were friendly and cost-effective, giving 
us something to look at for the future.

Our three days on the Aspire Camp 
were amazing and it really inspired 
me to continue and study harder with 
ATAR. UWA is a great place to be wel-
comed to university and I want others 
to look forward to it just as much as I 

do now!

Kara Meharry

Kelsey O’Malley, a Geraldton Senior 
College graduate, was recently award-
ed an Australian Vocational Student 
Prize for the effort she made in 2014. 
She was nominated because of her ex-
cellent employability skills of self-man-
agement, planning, learning, commu-
nication and teamwork. In 2014, Kelsey 
O’Malley spent her final year at Gerald-
ton Senior College undertaking a Cer-
tificate III in Children’s Services while 
completing Year 12. This program is 
provided in partnership with Durack 
Institute of Technology.

“The challenge I faced through my 
program was maintaining a school-life 
balance,” explains Kelsey. “At the time, I 
played netball and basketball and had 
a casual job. I overcame the challenge 
by trying my best to stay organised, 
seeking help from my lecturers and 
teachers and asking for advice from 
family members.”

“When commencing her program, 
Kelsey took responsibility, established 
some goals and made plans to achieve

them,” comments Cameron Todd, Ca-
reer and Vocational Education Manager. 

Kelsey had a plan to develop her career 
while gaining real-life experience after 
secondary school, “The career path I 
plan to pursue in the future is to com-
plete my Diploma in Children’s Servic-
es while working at Turtle Cove Early 
Learning Centre. My goal then is to enter 
university through a bridging course or 
portfolio entry to complete my Degree 
in Early Childhood Teaching.”

“Kelsey is to be commended for her 
ability to recognise and act on the 
opportunities that her VETiS Program 
presented,” said Mr Todd.

This award recognises the achievement 
of students who completed their senior 
secondary studies while undertaking 
vocational education and training while 
at school or an Australian School-based 
Apprenticeship.

Federal Prize Awarded to Recent GraduateAspire Camp 2015

Recent graduate and award winner Kelsey 
O’Malley pictured below with Melissa Price, 
MP; Cameron Todd, CAVE Manager and  
Alana Carson, Principal

Pictured 
right: 
Students 
enjoying 
Aspire 
Camp 
2015
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Thanks to the head Gardener 
Gerard Morgan and VIP stu-
dents at Geraldton Senior Col-
lege, the garden outside the 
English area is starting to get 
a facelift.

“We’re building a garden bed 
out of materials we already 
have around the school,” ex-
plains Gerard. “It would be 
great to get some natives and 
maybe a small section of veg-
etables growing but we’re still 
in the planning phase.”

Great work everyone!

So quickly the school year disappears 
for the Year 12s who will leave us to go 
into the community beyond the school 
yard. They’ve already been out there, 
we know, but somehow we feel the 
need to give them a few more life skills 
and knowledge to keep them safe be-
yond school.

Alcohol and drug knowledge, safe 
driving skills and safe sex are the last 
messages we give in the hope they will 
know how to avoid being caught up in 
situations they may regret and where 
to go if they do. Hopefully they have 
sourced much of this information be-
fore now through health education 
classes, the media, parents and others, 
and seeking their own information.

In the health arena, we promote the 
safe sex messages, ways to stay healthy 
through good diet and promotion of 
exercise, and how to stay mentally 
healthy, through the next few years 
as their brains finalise their growth as 
they proceed into adulthood.

It is vital that as parents, guardians and 
community members we continue to 
nurture healthy growth beyond the 
school yard.  We can do this by:

•	 Keep the conversations going
•	 Be a source of support
•	 Listen, listen and listen some more
•	 Help them create their own solu-

tions
•	 Encourage independence
•	 Trust and respect them
•	 Monitoring (keep an eye out for 

them)
•	 Rules and consequences (even 

adults need them)
•	 Coping skills and resilience 

(bounce back ability)
•	 Continually give them hope and 

encouragement

We can have conversations about oth-
er life skills involving:

•	 Living with others
•	 Living in rental properties
•	 Life skills with cars
•	 Communication and etiquette Life 

skills around money
•	 Other life skills such as goal set-

ting, first aid and CPR
•	 Letting someone know where you 

are, where you are going and when 
you will be back.

We can’t always protect them but we 
can assist them to become resilient to 
be able to successfully manage their 
lives. Good luck Year 12s in your future 
endeavours.

Deb Muscio 
School Health Nurse

Beyond the School Yard

A Green Thumb
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Spring Dance
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It was a fantastic effort by students and 
staff to showcase the creativity and lit-
erary focus that we have at Geraldton 
Senior College.

“Students put their best effort forward,” 
says Debra Stone, Head of English. “We 
do our best to inspire them and guide 
them to reach their full potential. The 
result was impressive!”

Mr Burke also entered this writing into 
the prestigious Tim Winton Award for 
Young Writers. This competition saw 
Year 10 students competing against 
Year 11 and 12 students. Congratu-
lations to Ellie Pead who received a 
‘Highly Commended’ in the Upper 
Secondary section. 

The list of winners includes:

Literacy Champions Dominate Randolph Stow Awards

Middle Secondary Poetry
First Place: I Don’t Know, Zuli Subardi

Second Place: A Fallen Angel, Brianna Perriam

Third Place: Hidden, Hannah McMillan

Highly Commended: You and I, Jessica Olman

Middle Secondary Prose
First Place: Sailors Journal, Claire Symons

Second Place: Wednesday is Washing Day, Ellie Pead

Third Place: Band Camp, Tayla Brown

Highly Commended: London Love, Emily Broadhurst

Highly Commended: Temptation, Caitlyn Rogers

Upper Secondary Poetry
Second Place: Dream of the Kookaburra Call, Nena Sawyer

Time to SMYL

Selected Year 12 students, who are also School Based 
Trainees and Apprentices, completed their program in 
conjunction with SMYL, a Group Training Organisation. 
SMYL was the host employer and placed the students 
in workplaces around Geraldton. Recently an award 
function was held to recognise the efforts of these stu-
dents in completing their training certificates.

Congratulations to Jarmain Barry who won the Trainee 
of the Year award. 
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Thank you to the staff and student contributors. If you have any queries please make contact.


